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March is Women’s History Month

Bennett Place will highlight the women of the
Civil War with a lecture series entitled:

&« The Civilian’s War”
Lectures Start at 1 P.M
Cost: $5.00

March 4- Angela Marritt

“Women working during Reconstruction”

March 11- Michelle Lanier

“Their eyes had seen the Glory: African American
Women of North Carolina & the Civil War Era:”

March 18- Linda Humphries

“Mourning Etiquette & Rituals during the Civil
War”

March 25- Brenda Mckean

“Shortages on the Homefront during the Civil
War”
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The winter months are waning and spring is almost
here, even though we really didn’t have much of a winter to
speak of. However, this did provide us the opportunity to
complete some much needed work around the site. We were
able to tear down and rebuild the kitchen garden fence as
well as fix the fencing around the historic area. We also took
Jadvantage of the good weather to clear away the vines and
other brush that was encroaching on the farm and to beautify
that area in preparation for the busy season.

Speaking of which, we kick off our spring season with a
lecture series similar to what we did last year, only this year
we are concentrating on the women who lived during the
time of the Civil War. March is, after all, women’s history month and we
want to highlight the contributions and sacrifices made by these great wom-
en. Our guest speakers will cover a broad range of subject matter which
should prove to be very exciting and interesting.

Following on the heels of our March lecture series, we move into our an-
niversary month. We are really excited to announce that we have acquired
one of the original copies of the April 26th surrender document for a short
loan. Many thanks goes to Jim McKee for assisting us in securing this im-
portant document! We hope that we can build a good relationship with the
owner of the document and have it here again in the future.

We also are hosting our annual Civil War School Days program in April,
which has turned out to be a really great opportunity for school children, as
well as adults, to learn about all the different aspects of the war which they
wouldn’t normally get to see on a regular basis. We are grateful to the histor-
1c sites who are providing their staff and/or volunteers to assist us with this
program. It has grown in popularity to the point that we are now fully
booked for this program. We may have to expand the number of days we offer
in the future.

Well, we are off to a great start to a busy year for us here. Here’s wish-
ing you and yours a very happy spring.
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152nd Anniversary of the Surrender at Bennett Place

“Civil War School Days”
April 25-27, 2017

Bennett Place State Historic Site
Durham, North Carolina

Visit life as it was during the American Civil War!

e Civilians on the Home front and Refugees from the War

e Cooking, Woodworking, Chores, Weaving, 19th Century Games
o Life of an Infantry Soldier

o Join the Cavalry! Life of the Cavalry Trooper

e Caring for the Wounded and Sick- Civil War Field Medicine

o Getting Correspondence to the Troops— The Postal Service

e Calling on the Troops! Music and its role on the Battlefield

For Reservations please contact us at:
919-383-4345 or bennett@ncdcr.gov
www.bennettplacehistoricsite.com

Bennett Place State Historic Site
4409 Bennett Memorial Road
Durham, North Carolina 27705
Sponsored by the Bennett Place Support Fund, Inc.
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Work around the Farm

We have been making good headway on our plans to rebuild the
fence around the garden and also to
replace some of the fencing around the
Bennett Property. During the winter
we had worked with a service organi-
zation, the Questers of Durham, who
helped in the process of tearing down
the old fence posts. Our site assistant,
Matthew Gregg, has been overseeing
the project, using both his labor and
that of volunteers to help dig and
place new post holes in order to make
our kitchen garden a more managea-
ble area. The wooden boards around the historic property needed to be
replaced and specially cut to make them historically accurate. We have
managed to get a good portion of the fence up, but will eventually need
more boards to continue to replace all the fencing around the historic
property. This warm weather is making us all eager to finish our gar-
den fence in time for spring planting!

s
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Bennett Place
152nd Anniversary

April 22nd, 2017

Join us as we commemorate the events that occurred in-
side the home of James and Nancy Bennett 152 years ago.

We are proud to announce that we will have an Original
copy of the April 26th, 1865 Surrender agreement here on
site for that one day only! We will also be holding a reen-
actment of the Surrender at Ipm and 3pm. The Generals
and their staff will be on site participating in Living Histo-
ry activities throughout the day. Come join us for this
once in a lifetime Event!

Program is Saturday 10am-4pm
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BENNETT PLLACE STATE HISTORIC SITE

Durham, North Carolina

MEMORIAL DAY
REMEMBRANCE

The American Soldier Through the Ages

Memorial Day was founded after the American Civil War. Flowers and tokens
were placed on the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers in respect and
remembrance. Join American soldiers spanning from the American Revolution
to Iraqi Freedom and learn more about their duty, honor, and sacrifice.

MAY 27-28, 2011

Saturday, 10am-4pm & Sunday, 10am-3pm
For More Information:
Bennett Place State Historic Site
919-383-4345 or hennett@ncdcr.gov
www.bennettplacehistoricsite.com

BENNETT PLACE

SUPPORT FUND INC.
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April 1865: The Month That Saved America:

Book Review
By: Kevin Washington

My first reading of April 1865: The Month That Saved America (Harper
Collins: 2006) was in my infancy as a Civil War historian in the early 2000s. A
spectacular read, it in essence, gave a real sense of closure to the Civil War
through describing the complex series of events in April 1865.

Before | read the book, as a person of color from the North, | really
had little sense of closure to the war. Southerners seemed to live the es-
sence of the war in real-time when it IS discussed, while African Americans
could easily be identified through caste status based on the pre-Civil War
conditions.

But Jay Winik details how things could have gone very wrong at the
end of a devastating and bloody war with so many self-inflicted wounds,
tells readers just what was at stake and most of all what we reap from the
four years of violence.

NEW YORK 1 IMES BESISELLERK

Praised highly by critics and historians when pub- ‘ A Cavi Wak Saca

lished in 2001, it has become a favorite of Civil War histo-

rians having earned praise for its marvelous analytical AP
depth.

The book really is more a graduate seminar on the
end of the war and what it means to be an American.
One can pick up the book and enjoy it without having
much knowledge of the Civil War beforehand. | think that

it helps to know a little bit more about the course of the
war and general American history in order to truly appre- mﬂ E MONTH THAT SAVED AMERICA

ciate Winik's insights on creation of a national identity.
zJ_AY WINIK
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For example, while April 1865 covers the general themes of the end of the
war, it doesn't go into detail of the individual surrenders after Appomattox Court-
house and Bennett Place, and he only briefly mentions the violent dishevel in the
post-war period. It never ceases to amaze me how little has been written about
post-Civil War African-American slavery in books like Winik's as part of the legacy
of how the war ended. In all fairness, the post-Bennett Place surrenders take place
in May and June, and hence may not seem to be fair game for April 1865.

On the other hand, Winik writes a discursive history of the fall of Richmond that is
rich in detail. And it is fun to read. Winik's goal is not to provide a minute by mi-
nute end to the war, but to capture the overarching theme of the creation of a na-
tion. He makes note of my favorite fact, that before the Civil War, the use of the
words "United States" is as a plural noun: the "United States are," as if we were a
jumble of sovereign entities. After the war, the United States "is" becomes the
fashion.

In the epilogue, for example, Winik surgically writes of the creation of a na-
tion, something that may not have been on the table until the devastation of the
war and the unity afterward come to pass. The overall question is why doesn't the
United States of America become a banana republic, with serial civil wars, like
many of the South American nation's in the wake of the demise of Spanish rule. He
reminds us all that the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution do
not use the word "nation." A "nation" in the 18th century was thought of as a tiny
geographic area without regional competition to tear itself apart. Even George
Washington spoke of the American nation in tentative terms.

Surely, no expectation of nationhood was on the table after the Civil War. As
Winik writes, Civil Wars end "quite badly."

In the latest edition of the book, the publishers have included a neat little es-
say on Winik and a second on what it was like to write the book, both of which are
worth reading.

Kevin E. Washington is a volunteer at Bennett Place. He is a retired journalist and Civil
War reenactor and Living Historian. He marched with the 54 Massachusetts, made famous in
the movie Glory. He now does living history as a Buffalo Soldier and as a member of the 7615t
Tank Battalion. He lives in Durham, N.C.
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Volunteer Spotlight:
Rondy Elliott

My entire work life was spent in the medical profes-
sion. I earned an undergraduate degree is in Nursing, and
my graduate degree is from Duke. I worked in various de-
partments but later settled into the role of Admissions Direc-
tor in a private psychiatric hospital in Raleigh, then opened a
private practice as a therapist there. My last 15 years were
spent working exclusively with students at Duke.

But-- I have always been a closet historian! The Civil
War interest began when, while living in Ft. Belvoir, Virgin-
1a, with my West Point grad husband, we toured the Virginia
battlefields using his military history books and maps which
showed everything in fascinating detail.

I Have always thought, during tours, "Hey, I could do that!" So after retire-
ment I beat a path to the Bennett Place door and began as a volunteer in the fall of
2015, arriving just in time to help with the 150th Anniversary celebration. What a
way to begin!

I love my work here. I delight in telling folks from all over the country the
engaging story of the family who lived in this modest 19th century farmhouse, the
compelling story of the militarily significant talks that took place there,-and that
of the broader picture of the Civil War in North Carolina in March and April of
1865.

Other activities are dancing and playing music, writing, and remaining ac-
tive in the Animal Rights Movement, a passion for the past almost-thirty years. I
am lucky to have two wonderful daughters and two cool grandchildren, all living
in the Triangle area.
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Help Support Bennett Place!

CONMNTRIEILCTION
All Levels:

Please note our membership levels have expanded to

. include businesses and larger donors!
e Newsletter (issued quarterly)

e Invitation to Special Events

e 10% Discount at Gift Shop

1| YO
T/

Major to President Level:

BENNETT PLACE

b

e Permanent Recognition at Site

SUPPORT FUND INC.

President & Governor Level:

e Framed Certificate Bennett Place Support Fund, Inc.
o Special Gift 4409 Bennett Memorial Road
Durham, North Carolina 27705

Contributions are Tax Deductible!
Name: (Individual, Family, Group, or Company)

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

Signature:

Amount:$

Date:
' Thank you for your support!!!
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Friends quennett Place

Bennett Place State Historic Site Mission Statement:

To preserve and interpret the history of the largest surrender of the Civil War and the lives of 19th

century yeoman farmers such as the Bennetts.

Friends quennett Place Mission Statement:

The Friends of Bennett Place, is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing financial assistance
to the Bennett Place State Historic Site. Monies%rom the Fund are to be used for educating the gen-
eral public about the site’s role in the Civil War, assisting staff in its research and interpretation of
19th century farm life, and encouraging volunteer participation and community involvement.

We wish to help in preserving and developing this North Carolina Historic Site and need your assis-
tance. Please consider making a contribution to the Support Fund today!

Friends of Bennett Place

President ($5,000 and Above)

Thomas S. Kenan, 111
Rosalie Reynolds
Lynn M. Everett

General ($1,000)

Chevron Matching Employee Funds

Colonel ($500)

William A. Kirkland Jr.
Donald and Bonnie Scott

Major ($300)
BCBS -Your Cause: Anonymous Donor
William A. Schott
Robert Glass

Captain ($100)

Victoria B. Higgins

Judith C. Rembert

NC Division Great Great Granddaughter’s
Club UDC

Lieutenant ($50)

Pvt. Henry Wyatt Camp 1297 SCV
Ernest Dollar

Cathy Bennett

Charles Irons

Rev. Dr. Sam Miglarese

Sandra Wilson

Jason Holmes

Sergeant ($35)

John R Griffin
Jason Holmes
Cassandra Stanco
Judith Harrow
Nell W. Schrader
William Wellons



