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Bennett Place Support Fund, Inc. 

Board of Directors 

2014 Officers 

Karen Edwards:  President 

Chandler Vatavuk:  Vice President 

Caroline Odom:  Treasurer 

Don Scott:  Secretary 

Board Members 

Ernest Dollar 

Robinson O. Everett, Jr. 

Ann Hedgpeth 

Brenda McKean 

Rev. Dr. Sam Miglarese 

Judith Rembert 

Jack Schrader 

Betsy  Vatavuk 

_________________________ 

Bennett Place Historic Site 

John Guss: Site Manager 

Diane Smith: Historic Interpreter II 

Ryan Reed: Historic Interpreter I  

 

Division of State Historic Sites 

Keith Hardison: Executive Director 

Dale Coats: Assistant Director  

Jeff Bockert: Eastern Regional Supervisor 

 

N.C Dept. of Cultural Resources 

Susan Kluttz: Secretary 

Office of Archives and History 

Dr. Kevin Cherry: Deputy Secretary 
  

Official Newsletter of the Bennett Place Support Fund, Inc.  Editor: Ryan Reed 

  On the evening of 

April 26th ,we held our 

Grand Blue & Gray Ball 

to help raise money for 

our museum. The loca-

tion of the dance was the 

Old Murphey School lo-

cated on Old Route 10 

and was the perfect ven-

ue for the Ball. Early in 

the day the building was transformed both inside and out to re-

flect a patriotic d®cor of the Civil War era. Red, white, and blue 

bunting hung over the doors and streamers decorated the large 

white columns outside. Inside, flags from both the Union and the 

Confederacy hung on stage as a backdrop for the musicians. The 

tables were covered with white tablecloths and decorated with 

white candles, red, white and blue flowers, and crystal bowls 

with glowing white floating candles.   

 Once the guests ar-

rived, dance master, 

Pat Haggerty, brought 

them onto the dance 

floor and taught them 

some of the basic 

dance steps. Following 

the lesson our musi-

cians from the Huckle-

berry Brothers began to 

play and our guests were off to a fun filled evening. As the sun 

set, the light from the candles provided a romantic softness to 

the ballroom and transported our guests back to a time of south-

ern belles and gallant soldiers.                      
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 In addition to the dancing there was a wonderful as-

sortment of hors dôoerves for our guests to dine on which 

had been provided by our volunteers: Susan Hall, Su-

zanne McKean and Rachel Ace.  In the long hallway to 

the side of the dance hall there were tables filled with 

items donated to the site from several organizations and 

individuals. Guests had the opportunity to bid on such 

items as a private airplane ride, artwork, sports memora-

bilia and gift cards from different restaurants in the area. 

    Our guests had the opportunity to have their picture 

taken in an elaborate 19th century setting by a profession-

al photographer, Pam Lappegard, so they could have a 

keepsake of their night at the Ball. With the benefit of 

modern technology, the photographer was able to alter the 

color on the print so as to replicate a 19th century style 

photograph if the guest chose. The event was a great suc-

cess and helped the Bennett Place Support Fund, Inc. 

raise money toward the museum renovation project. A 

huge thank you goes out to our wonderful volunteers and 

board members who assisted the staff in the many months 

leading up to this special occasion, which ultimately 

made the Grand Blue & Gray Ball a tremendous success.  
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Tar Heel Harvest Fair &  

Farmers Market: Sept. 20-21 

Christmas in the Carolinas 

During the Civil War:  

Dec. 6  


